Biography of Pastor Russell 



CHABLES Taze Rtjssbll, knoTTOi the -world over aa 
Pastor Eiissellj author, lecturer and miiiistfr of 
the Gospel, wa,? bom at Pittsburgh, Pa., February 
16, 1852; died October 31, 1916. He was the son of 
Joseph L. and Eliza Bimey Eussell, both of Scotch- 
Irish lineage. He wa-s educated in the common schools 
and under private tutors. Author of "Object antj 
Manner op Ocr Lord's Return," "Food for think- 
ing Christians," "Tabernacle Shadows," "The 
Divine Plan of the Ages," "The Time is at Hand," 
"Thy Kingdom Come," "Battle of Armageddon," 
"The Atonement," "The New Creation." "What 
Say the Scriptures About Hell," "Spiritism," 
"Old Theology Tracts," "The Photo-Drama of 
Creation," et cetera, et cetera. 

Pastor Russell was married in 1 879 to Maria Frances 
Ackley. No children blessed this union. Seventeen 
years later they disagreed about the management of his 
journal ; and a separation followed. 

Reared under the influence of Chri.'^tian parsnts, at 
an early age he became interested in theology, united 
himself with the Congi-egational church, and became 
active in local mission work. The doctriiie of eternal 
torment of all mankind except the few elect became so 
abhorrent to him that at the age af seventeen he was 
a skeptic. He said : "A God that would use hi:? power 
to create human beings whom he foreknew and predes- 
tinated should be eteraally tormented, could be neither 
wise, ju.'^t nor loving. His standard would bo lower than 
that of many men." He contiBued to believej however, 
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in the existence of God, but was not willing to accept 
bhe commonly understood teachings as God's revelation 
of himself to man. He turned his attention to the in- 
vestigation of heathen religions, only to find each and 
all of these unsatisfactory. 

HIS TEACHINGS 

Naturally of a reverential mind, desiring to worship 
and sen'e the true God, Pastor Russell reasoned: "All 
the creeds of Christendom claim to be founded on the 
Bible ; and these are conflicting. Is it possible that the 
Bible has been m.isrepresented ? It may not teach the 
terrible doctrine of eternal torment." Turning again 
to the Bible he determined to make a careful, systematic 
study of it without reference to creeds of men. As a 
result the remainder of his life was wholly devoted to 
teaching the Bible, writing and publishing religious 
books and papers, lecturing and proclaiming the message 
of Messiah's kingdom. He was the greatest religious 
teacher since St. Paul, and did more than any other 
man of modern times to establish the faith of the people 
in the Scriptures. 

He was not the founder of a new religion, and never 
made such claim. He revived the great truths taught 
by Jesus and the apostles, and turned the light of the 
twentieth century upon these teachings. He made no 
claim of a special revelation from God, but held that it 
was God's due time for the Bible to be understood; and 
that, being fully consecrated to the Lord and to his 
service, he was permitted to understand it. Because he 
devoted himself to the development of the fruits and 
graces of the holy spirit, the promise of the Lord was 
fulfilled in him:' "For if these things be in you and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ."— 3 Peter 1:6-8. 
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He clearly taught, and proved his teachings by the 
citation of Scriptural authority, that man does not 
possess an immortal soul, that he is a soul and is mortal ; 
that the wages of sin is death, not eternal torment; 
that death came upon man as the just penalty for the 
violation of God's Law; that death means the destruc- 
tion of man; that God, in his goodness, ha-s provided 
the great ransom-price whereby man may be delivered 
from the bondage of sin and death; that God's beloved 
Sou, Jesus, became a man, grew \o manhood's estate, 
was put to death as a man and raised again from the 
dead a spirit-being, possessing the divine nature; that 
by his death and resurrection Christ Jesus provided 
and produced the ransom-price for man's deliveranca 
and restoration; that Jesus Christ, by the grace of 
God, tasted death for every man; that eveiy man ic 
God's due time must, therefore, have a fair trial for 
life, and to this end there shall be a resurrection of all 
the dead; that Jesus Christ ascended into heaven and 
must come the i«cond time; that the period of tinia 
elapsing between the first and the second eom.ing of tha 
Lord is devoted to the election of the members of the 
body of Christ, taken from amongst men; that the re- 
quirements for election to that exalted position are, full 
faith in the shed blood of Jesus as the ransom-price, 
a full consecration to do the Father's will, and a faith- 
ful continuance in obedience to the Father's will even 
unto death ; that all who thus are consecrated and begot- 
ten of the holy spirit and are overcom«rs shall have part 
in the chief rwurrection, and be exalted to positions in 
the heavenly kingdom of God and participate v.dtb 
Christ Jesus in his Millennial reign for the blessing 
of all the families of the earth; that during the thou- 
sand-year r«ign of Christ all of the dead shall be awak- 
ened, and given a fair and impai-tial trial for life or 
death; that under said reign tiie wilfully disobedient 
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shall be everlastingly destroyed, while those obedient 
to the righteous rule of Christ shall be fully restored 
to human perfection of body, mind and character; that 
during this Millennial reign the earth shall be brouglit 
to a state of Edenic Paradise and made fit as a place 
habitable for perfect man ; that man, fully restored to 
perfection, wiU inhabit the beautified earth in all the 
ages to come. 

HIS WORK 

Seeing that God has such a wonderful plan for the 
blessing of mankind. Pastor Kussell gave all his power 
and energy to making known these great truths to the 
world. lie never took a vacation; he worked until tlie 
day of his death. 

Like other Christians he was looking for the second 
coming of Christ. Between 1872-6 he discovered that 
the Scriptures clearly teach that the Lord would not 
return in a body of flesh, but would return as a spirit 
being, invisible to human eyes, and that his second 
presence was due in the autumn of 18T4. This led to 
the publishing of a biX);det entitled, "The Object and 
Manner of Our Lord's Eeturn," which had a phe- 
nomenal circulation. 

Many students of the Bible throughout the United 
States and Canada responded to the information derived 
from that boolv, and his correspondence became volumin- 
ous. Eealizing the necessity of keeping tlie truth before 
the minds of those who had begim to investigate, in 
1879 he began the publication of The Watoh Towek 
AND Herald of Christ's Pkesence, and was its sole 
editor to the time of his death. This journal is issued 
semi-monthly; it never publi.'^hes advertisements, but 
is devoted exclusively to religioiis topics. Among the 
English-speaking people in the United S'-ates, Canada 
and Great Britain, its semi-monthly circulation is 
45,000 copies. It is also published in Armenian, Daao- 
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Norwegian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hunga- 
rian. Italian, Lithuanian, Polish, Koumanian, Slovak, 
Spanish, Swedish and tjlcrainian, reaching a large 
number of subscribers in Am.erica and Europe. 

Pastor Eussell was President of the Watoh Tower 
Bible and Tract Society from its organization in 
1884 until his death. He was also President of the 
pEOi'LES Pulpit Association, organized in 1909, and 
the International Bible Students Association, in- 
corporated in London, in 1913, both of the latter cor- 
porations being adjunrts to the Watch Tower Bible 
AND Tract Society. Through these religious corpora- 
tions, as well as by word of mouth, he promulTat^d the 
Gospel of Messiah's kingdom. He was the author of 
th.° following publications, issued between the years 
1881 and 1914, each having phenomenal circulation, 
as given below : 

Pood for Thinking Christians 1,450.000 

Tabernacle Shadows 1.000.000 

Divine Plan of the Ages B.SS'^.nOO 

The Time is at Hand 1.878 500 

Thy Kingdom Come „ „ 1,79? 500 

B.A.TTLE OF AR^IACEDDON _ _ 714.000 

Thb Atone;ment _.... 6'')3.500 

The New Creation 646,500 

What Say the Scriptures About 

Hell ? _ 3,000,000 

He was also the author of What Say the Scrip- 
tures About Spiritism, Old Theology Tracts, et 
cetera, et c-^tera. He was the author of the Photo- 
Drama of Creation, which prior to his death had been 
exhibited to more than nine million presons. He 
wrote and published the Scenario of the Photo-Dra.ma 
of Creation, which has had a very wide circulation. 
Ilis publications were translated into thirty-five dif- 
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ferent languages. At the same time he was pastor of 
more than 1,200 congregations of Bible Students, in 
different parts of the world. These he visited and 
taught as often as possible. 

Pastor Eussell organized and conducted a Lecture 
Bureau which constantly employed seventj' Bible lectur- 
ers, who traveled and delivered lectures on the Scrip- 
tures. He organized and managed an auxiliary lecture 
bureau of seven hundred men who gave a portion of 
their time to lecturing on Bible teachings. Each year 
he wTote practically all of the copy for the Bible 
Students Monthlt, the annual distribution of which • 
amounted to approximately fift\' million copies. 

His weekly sermons were handled by a newspaper 
sjTidicate. More than 2,000 iiewspapers, with a com- 
bined circulation of fifteen million readers, at one time ' 
piiblished his discourses. All told, more than 4,000 
newspapers published these sermons. 

The Continent, a publication whose editor often ■ 
opposed Pastor Eiissell, once published the following 
signiiicant statement concerning him: 

"His writings are said to liave greater newspaper circula- 
tioa every \wek tl>an tliose of any other living man ; a 
greater, doubtless, than the combined circulation of the writ- 
ings of all the priests and preachers in North America ; 
greater even than the work of Arthur Brisbane, Norman 
Hapgood, George Horace Lorimer, Di'. Frank Crane, Fred- 
erick Haskins, and a dozen other of the best known editora 
and syndicate writers put together." 

HARVEST WORK 

Pa=tor Eussell adhered closely to the teachings of the 
Scriptures. He believed and taught that we are living 
in the time of the second presence of our Lord, and that 
this presence dates from 1874; that since that time we 
have been living in the "time of the end/' the "end of 
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the age," during which the Lord has been conducting 
his great harvest work : tliat, in harmony with the Lord's 
o^\■Xl statement, this harvest work is separating true 
Christians, designated as "wheat," from merely pro- 
fessing Christians, designated as "tares," and gathering 
the true saints into the kingdom of the Lord. It is here 
interesting to note that Jesus said: "Who then is a 
faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord hath made 
ruler over his household, to give them meat in due sea- 
sou ? Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord, y.'hen he ■ 
cometli, shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, that 
he shall make him ruler over all his goods." Thousands 
of the readers of Pastor Russell's writings believe that 
he filled the office of '^that faithful and wise servant," 
and that his great work was giving to the household of 
faith meat in due season. His modesty and humility 
precluded him from openly claiming this title, but he 
admitted as much in private conversation. For a more-; 
detailed account of his work, reference is made to The 
Watch Tower of .June 1st, 1916. 

In 1910 Pastor Eussell visited Palestine and Eussia., 
He there delivered to thousands of orthodox Jews 
lectures on the regathering of the Jews to Palestine. In 
1911 he was one of a committee of seven who made a 
journey around the world and especially examined into 
the conditions of missionary work in Japan, China, 
Korea, and India. On the saane occasion he again visited . 
the Jews in Palestine and Galatia, explaining to them 
that the prophecies teach that the Jews at an early 
date will again be established in Palestine. On his re- 
turn to America he was given a great ovation at the 
New York City Hippodrome by thousands of Jews, his 
discourse on this occasion being published by Hebrew 
papers both in America and in Europe-. 

During the forty-two years of Pastor Eussell's Chris- 
tian work he never directly or indirectly solicited money. 
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No collection was ever taken at any meeting addressed 

by him or by any of his associates. He had faith that 
the Lord would supply sufficient money to caiTy on his 
work; that the work was the Lord's and not man's. 
The fact that voluntary contributions were liberally 
made by many persons throughout tlie world proved that 
his conclusions were correct. 

He devoted his private fortune entirely to the cause 
to which he gave his life. He received the nominal sum 
of $11.00 per month for his personal expenses. He died, 
leaving no estate whatsoever. 

Thus clo.sed the career of a most remarkable man. 
He was loved most by those who knew him best. 



Pastor Russell's Will and Testament 

Having at various times during pa«t years donated to 
the Watch Tower Bible and Tbact Society all of my 
personal pos.sessions except a small personal bank 
account of approximately two hundred dollars, in the 
Exchange National Bank of Pittsburgh, which will 
properly be paid over to my wife if she survives me, I 
have merely love and Chri.stian good wishes to leave to 
all of the dear members of the Bible House Family, 
and all other dear colaborers in the haiTcst work, yea, 
for all of the household of faith in every place who call 
upon the name of the Lord Jesus as their Eedeemer. 

However, in view of the fact that in donating the 
journal, Zion's Watch Toweh, the Old Theology 
Quarterly and the co]n'rights of the Millennial 
Dawn ScRirTURE Stodges Books and various other 
booklets, hymn-books, etc., to the Watch Tower Bible 
AND Tract Society, I did so with the explicit undf^r- 
standing that I should have full control of all the 
interests of these publications during my life time, and 
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that after my decease they should be conducted accord- 
ing to my wishes. I now li^rcwith set forth the said 
wishes — my will respecting the same — as follows: 

AN EDITORIAL COMMITTEE OF FIVE 

I direct that the entire editorial charge of Zion's 
Watch Toweu shall be in the hands of a committee 
of five brethren, whom I exhort to great carefulness aud 
fidelity to the truth. All articles appearing in the col- 
umns of Zion's Watch Tower shall have the unquali- 
fied approval of at lea.st three of the coromittee of five, 
aaid I urge that if any matter approved by three be 
kno'rni or supposed to be contrary to the views of one or 
both of the other members of the committee, such arti- 
cles shall be held over for thought, prayer and di.scussion 
for three months befo]-e being publi.^ihed — that so far 
as possible the unity of the faith and the bonds of peace 
may be maintained in the editorial management of the 
journal. 

The names of the Editorial Committr>e (vnth puch 
changes as may from time to time occur) shall all ho 
published in each number of the journal. But it shall 
not in any manner be indicated by whom the various 
articles appearing in the journal are written. It will be 
sufficient that the fact be recognized that the articles are 
approved by the majority of the committee. 

As the Society is already pledged to me that it will 
publish no other periodicals, it i-hall also be required 
that the Editorial Committee .«hall write for or be con- 
nected with no other publications in any manner or 
degree. My object in these rer|uirements is to safeguard 
the committee and the journal from any spirit of am- 
bition or pride or headship, and that the truth may be 
recognized and appreciated for its ov/n worth, and that 
the Lord may more particularly be recognized as the 
Head of the church and the Fountain of truth. 
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Copies of my Sunday discourses published in the daily 
newspapers covering a period of several years have been 
preseiTed and may be used as editorial matter for The 
Watch Tower or not, as the committee may think best, 
but my name shall not be attached nor any indication 
whatever given respecting the ai;thorship. 

Those named below as members of the Editorial Com- 
mittee (subject to their acceptance) are supposed by ma 
to be thoroughly loyal to the doctrines of the ScripiiireSj 
especially so to the doctrine of the Ransom — that there 
is no acceptance with God and no salvation to eternal 
life except through faith in Christ and obedience to his 
Word and its spirit. If any of the designated ones shall 
at any time find themselves out of harmony v/ith this 
provision they will be violating their consciences and 
hence committing sin if they continue to remain mem- 
bers of this Editorial Committee. IcQowing that so to do 
would be contrary to the spirit and intention of this 
proAdsion. 

The Editorial Committee is self -perpetuating, in that 
should one of these members die or resign, it voll be the 
duty of the remainder to elect his successor, that the 
journal may never have an issue without a full Editorial 
Committee o^' five. I enjoin upon the committee named 
great caution in respect to the election of others to theii" 
number — that piirity of life, clearness in the truth, zeal 
for God, love for the brethren and faithfulness to the 
Eedeemer shall be prominent characteristics of the one 
elected. In addition to the five named for the committee 
I have named five others from whom I prefer that se- 
lection should be made for any vacancies in the Edi- 
torial Committee, before going outside for a general 
selection, unless in the interim, between the making of 
this will and the time of my death, something should 
occur vfhich would seem to indicate these as less desir- 
able or others more desirable for filling the vacanciea 
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mentioned. The names of the Editorial Conunittee are 

a.3 follows: ..-.•.•■ u 

William E. Page, 

William E. Van Ambukgh, .' . .'." ,- 
Henky Ci^vy Eockwell, 

E. W. Beenneison, 

F. H. RoBisoN. 

The names of the five whom I suggest as possibly 
amongst the most suitable from which to fill the vacan- 
cies in the Editorial Committee are as follows: A. E. 
Burgess, Robert Hirsh, Isaac Hoskins, Geo. H. Fisher 
(Scranton), J. F. Rutherford, Dr. Johu Edgar. 

The following announcement shall appear in each 
issue of The Watch Tower, followed by the names of 
the Editorial Committee: 

Zion's Watch Toweh Editorial Committee 

This journal is published under the supervision of 
an Editorial Committee, at least three of whom must 
ha,ve read and have approved as Truth each and every 
article appearing in these columns. The names of the 
Committee now serving are: (names to follow.) 

As for compensation, I think it Avise to maintain the 
Society's course of the past in respect to salaries: 
that none be paid; that merely reasonable expenses be 
allowed to these who serve the Society or its work 
in any manner. In harmony with the course of the 
Society, I suggest that the pro-s-ision for the Editorial 
Committee, or the three that shall be actively engaged, 
shall consist of not more than a provision for their 
food and shelter and ten dollars per month, with such 
a moderate allowance for wife or children or others 
dependent upon them for support as the Society^s 
Board of Directors shall consider proper just, reasonable 
•—that no provision be made for the laying up of money. 
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T desire that the Old Theology Quarterly con- 
tinue to appear as at present, so far as tlie opportuni- 
ties for distribution and the laws of the land will 
permit, and that its issues shall consist of reprints from 
the old issues of The Watch TowEii or extracts from 
my discourses, but that no name shall appear in con- 
nection with the matter unless the same is required 
by law. 

It is my wish that the same rules apply to t3 'man, 

the French, the Italian, the Danish, and the Swedish 
or any other forei.orn publications controlled or supported 
by the Watch Tower Bible akd Tbact Society. 

I will that a copy of this paper be sent to each one 
whose name has appeared above as of the Editorial 
Committee or the list from whom others of that com- 
mittee may be chosen to fill vacancies and also to each 
member of the Board of Directors ot the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society. This shall he done im- 
mediately on my death being reported, so that within a 
week, if possible, the persons named zs- of the Editorial 
Committee may be heard from, their communications 
being addressed to the Vice-President of tlie Watok 
Tower Bible and Tract Society, whoever mav be 
holding that office at that time. The answers of those 
appointed shall be to the point, indicating their ac- 
ceptance or rejection of the provisions and terms speci- 
fied. A reasonable time shall be allowed for any one 
mentioned who may be absent from the city or from the 
country. Meantime the remainder of the committee of 
at least three .shall proceed to act in their capacity as 
editors. It shall be the duty of the officers of the 
Society to provide the necessary arrangements for these 
members of the Editorial Committee and to assist thpm 
in their duties in every possible manner, in coraplia,nee 
with the engagements made with me bearing on this 
matter. 
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I have already donated to the Watch Toweh Bible 
AND Tract Society all my voting shares therein, put- 
ting the same in the hands of live trustees, as follows: 
Sr. E. Louise Hamilton, Sr. Almeta M. Nation Robison, 
Sr. J. G. Herr, Sr. G. Tomlins, Sr. Alice G. James. 

These trustees shall serve for life. In event of deaths 
or resignations successors shall be chosen by the Watch 
TowEK Society Directors and Editorial Committee and 
the remaining trustees after prayer for divine guidance. 

1 now provide for the impeachment and dismissal 
from the E'. irial Committee of any member thereof 
found to be unworthy the position by reason of either 
doctrinal or moral laches, as follows: 

At least three of the Boaid must unite in bringing 
the impeachment charges, and the Board of Judgment 
in the matter shall consist of the Watch Tovver Bible 
ANB Tract Society's trustees and the five trustees 
controlling my voting shares and the Editorial Com- 
mittee, excepting the accused. Of the.^e si.vt^en members 
at least thirteen must favor the impeachment and dis- 
missal in order to effect the same. 

DIEECTIONS FOR FUNERAL 

I desire to be ))uried in the plot rf ground owned by 
our Society, in the Eosemont United Cemetery, and all 
the details of arrangements respecting the funeral service 
I leave in the care of my sister, Mrs. M. M. Land, and 
her daughters, Alice and Slay, or such of them as may 
survive me, with the assistance and advice and coopera- 
tion of the brethren, as they may request the same. In- 
stead of an ordinary funeral discourse, I request that 
they arrange to have a number of the brethren, accus- 
tomed to public speaking, make a few remarks each, that 
the ser^dcc be very simple and inexpensive and that it 
be conducted in the Bible House Chapel or any other 
place that may be considered equally appropriate. 

13 



Biography 

MY LEGACY OF lOVE 

To the dear "Bethel" family collectively and individ- 
ually I leave my best wlsheB, in hoping for them of the 
Lord his blessing, which maketh rich and addeth no sor- 
row. The same I extend in a still broader sweep to all 
the family of the Lord in every placO;, especially to these 
rejoicing in the harvest truth. I entreat you all that 
you continue to progress and to grow in grace, in Icnowl- 
edge, and above all in love, the great fruit of the spirit 
in its various dii.ei.-ified forms. I exhort to meekness, 
not only with the world, but with one another; to 
patience with one another and with all men, to gentleness 
■nith all, to brotherly kindness, !•■ godliness, to purity. 
I remind you that all these things are necessary for us, 
necessary that we may attain the promised kingdom; 
and that the Apostle has assured us that if we do thesa 
things v;q shall never fail, but that "'so an entrance shall 
•he ministered unto us abundiintly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Je.sus Christ." 

It is my wish that this, my will and testament, be 
published in the issue of The Watch Tower following 
my death. 

Sly hope for myself, as for all the dear Israel of God, 
is that soon we shall meet to part no more, in the first 
resurrection, in the STastei'^'s presence, where there ia 
fulness of jcy forcvemiore. We shall be satisfied when 
we awake in his Mceness— 

"Changed from glory unto glory." 

(Signed) Chakt.-rr Tazs Exisseli, 

PuBT.TgHED AND DECLARED IN" TH ii I^KBREITGE OP TH:B 

witnesses whose names abe attached 5 
Mae F. Land, 
M. Almeta Fatioit, 
Lauea M. W:(riTEHOUSE. 
Done at Allegheny, Pa., June twenty-nine^ nine- 
teen HDNDEBD AND SEVEN, 
14 



Oration at Evening Service 

BY J. F, BUTHEBFOKD 

CHARLES Taze EussEii was loyal to God, loj-al to Christ 
Jesus, loyal to the cause of Messiah's kingdom. Ha 
was loya! to the core — yea, loyal even unto death. God 
has declared in his Word that loving loyalty to him is tha 
price of greatest riches. Pastor Russell has received hia 
grejit reward. It is a wonderful thing to receive the 
approval of God, the great and mighty Creator of the 
universe, the ull-wise, all-povyerfu! and all-loving One. In 
his Booir, tlie Bible, God lias made favorable mention of 
certain men ; and in every instance that favorable mention 
has been because of their lovmg loyalty to him and his 
cause of righteousness. When God's record concerning the 
church is fully written, the people will find that Charles 
Taze Russell not only has received favorable mention from 
God, but has been born in Zion — a member of the royal 
family of heaven. (Psalm 87:6) The Psalmist has assured 
us that this is esinx-ially true of those wlio are faithful 
unto death. What a wonderful privilege it will be for thg 
woi'Id to have the real truth concei'ning martyrs to thg 
cause of rigliteousucss ! 

Vi'e wlio have come into closer contact with Pastor Rus- 
sell, and who laiew him as he was, are privileged by tha 
Lord to know these things in advance of the world. Happj 
is our lot to be thus favored of God. 

Lives of great men stand as monuments in tlie earth'* 
Silently they beckon to those wlio are hurrying on in thg 
mad rush of human affairs, and say: "Stop and learn 
wisdom." 

Tlie greatest man that has lived since the apostle Paul 
has passed from the earth. We have come aside this evening 
from t!ie busy rush of tills great city to pay tribute to the 
memory of Pastor Russell. Let us in calmness and sobriety 
seek to know wliy tliis man was great, why we say witH 
sucli assurance that he had t!ie approval of God. 
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God's laws are fixed and unchangeable. To all of his 
Intelligent creatures he says : "Obey my laws, and receive 
my aijpi'oval and blefising. Take a different course, and 
you will fail to receive my blessing." Pastor Russell walked 
with the Lord in harmony with his law. 

PASTOR Bt,'a.SEIJ.'S SEAECH FOB TBUTH 

Nearly sixty-live years ago, a child wus born in Allegheny 
County, Pennsyiviinia. His parents claistened him Cl)arlcs 
Taze Russell. His parents loved God and sought to obey 
him. The parental influence was good for Charles. They 
trained tlie small ttvig; and it grew in the direction of the 
Lord. Early he t>ecauie a Christian. 

But like other good, honest, conscientious Christian men 
and women, his parents had been taught the man-made 
creeds of the church nominal. Young Cliarles was taught 
thtit God is great and good, j'et that he had made all men 
inherently immortiil, and liad provided a lake of fire and 
brimstone in which he would eternally torvnent all except a 
few who he had predestinated shoiikl be saved. Thft hon- 
est heart of the lad revolted against .';uch a horrible thing; 
and in substance he said : "I cannot believe that there is a 
just and wise God who would do such a thing to a poor, 
unfortunate human being." Forthwith he forsook the relig- 
ion of the creeds ; but vi-hile 1)6 was investigating other 
religions, his mind was turning to the Lord in an inquiring 
manner. Then he said: "I will study the Bible, and see 
whether or not it teaches that God lias such an arrange- 
ment." 

True to his inborn character, he honestly and prayerfully 
searched the Scriptures. To his astonishment and joy he 
found that the Bible is God's Word of Trath ; that God 
has a great plan of salvation, provided by him before the 
foundation of the world, which shall ultimately result in 
tlie blessing of humanldnd. From the Bible he learned that 
God created the fatiier of the human race, Adam, the first 
man, a perfect bping, gave unto him a perfect wife, placed 
him in a perfect home under ppi-feet conditions, and advised 
him that obedience to the divine law would enable man to 
maintain this condition of perfection; that Adam violated 
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the law of God and was sentenced to death ; that he was 
tlien driven from his perfect home into Oie unfinished eartli ; 
that God permitted him to live for 930 years after he iiad 
been sentenced to death ; that while nndergoins this sen- 
tence, Adam for the firet time exercised his power and 
anthority to beget children : that by tlie law of lieredity 
all of his children were bora in sin and shapen in iniquity, 
and hence all came under the elTects of the just penalty 
that had come upon tlie father — that "as by one man sin 
enterecl into the world, and death by sin, so death has 
passed upon all men," for all are sinners; that ultimately 
the whole human race would perish from the eartli (deatli 
meaning desti-uction) : that man in a soul; that he does 
not posses'! one: that the soul consists of the body and the 
breath of life, the life principle; and that these being sepa- 
rated, the soul is dead. 

HTS SEARCH REWAKDED 

Then he learned that God h:id lovingly provided a plan 
of redemption of man from this condition of death; that 
God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever would believe in him should not perish, 
but have I'fe everlasting: that Jesus, having a pre-htiman 
existence as a spirit being, was made human and grew to 
manhood's estate, in order that he, by the grace of Go(', 
might give his own perfect life whereby the purchase price 
would be provided for the redemption of Adam and all his 
race; tliat he died upon the cro.ss and provided this price; 
that he ^ras raised from the dead, no longer a man, but 
now divi.ie, and that he a.«cended into heaven, there to use 
the merit of his human sacrifice, according to the will of 
God, for the blessing of rortnkjnd. 

Furthermore, he leamed from the Scriptures that the 
Lord Jesus would return and establish a kingdotn for the 
blessing of mankind; that in the interim between his resur- 
rection and his second eomin.g, God has been and is holding 
an election for the purpose of selecting from amongst men 
those who shall be associated with Christ .lesus as members 
of the royal family, and who, tcgedier with their Head and 
Jlaster, will be the instrument through which Jehovah will 
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bless all humankind with the privileges of life, health and 
happiness ; that the terms of tliis election are that everyorye 
who desires to run for such a prize must believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and consecrate his life, his all, to the 
service of the Lord ; that those who would prove faithful, 
true and loyal unto death would participate in the first or 
chief resurrection, and be made kings and priests unto 
God and unto Christ and reign with Christ for the blessing 
of mankind. 

This wonderful story of the love of God thrilled the heart 
Of young Kussell. He readily and joyfully consecrated his 
all to tlie service of the Lord, and continued faithful in 
that service even unto death. 

Charles Taze Kussell loved his fellow men. Seeing the 
great truths contained in tlie Bible, he said : "I must 
preach these to my fellow creatures; I must use all my 
power to lead tlie people out of darkness, that they may 
Bee the love of God." Vehemently he declared: "If the ' 
Bible does teach that eternal torture is the fate of all 
except the saints, it should be preached — yea, thundered 
from the housetops weekly, daily, hourly ; if it does not 
SO teach, the fact should be made known, and the foul 
Stain dishonoring God's holy name removed." 

With a strong physique, a fertile brain, and a brave heart, 
wholly devoted to tho Lord, he consecrated and used all of 
his power to teach man the great message of Messiah's king- 
dom and tlie blessings wliich it will bring to the world. 

Earl}' in his manhood he possessed a fortune of no mean 
Size. He spent it all that the minds of men might be en- 
lightened and their hearts made glad. Early in his battle ' 
for righteousness lie spent, out of his own private fortune, 
forty thousand dollars In this great city of New York for 
the publication and free distribution of a booklet setting 
forth clearly the truth concerning the doctrine of the hell 
of the Bible, that all might learn that Jehovah is a God of 
"Love. 

Other Christian people, sadly aware of the fact that tliey 
were not rocol-i-ing spiritual food in the various churches to 
which they hud attached themselves, had the eyes of their 
understanding opened by reading their Bibles in the light 
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of the explanation thereof given by Charles Taze Russell. 

Gladly t^aey began to support him and the righteous work 
In which he was engaged. Without solicitation or invita- 
tion they joyfully brought forth their money and said; 
"AVhat can we do to have part in this glorious work whiclj 
you have begun?" 

More than tliii-ty years ago, a congregation of Christian 
people formed at Pittsburgh, Pa., .selected Charles Taze 
Eu.ssell as their pastor ; and he served Unit congregation ' 
continuously hs pastor to the end, being able, however, to 
visit them only occasionally since the removal of the Watch 
TowEB Bible akd Tkact Society headquarters to Brooklyn 
several years ago. He wrote and published a series of 
books — Studies in the Sceipthbes — in six volumes, which 
tnraed on a flood of light upon God's Word. Millions of 
these have gone into the homes of men throughout the 
earth, bringing gladness to their hearts. For more than 
thirty years he edited and publishetl a semi-monthly jour- 
nal, The Watch Tower and Herald of Christ's Presence. 
Wholly devoted to tlie cause of Messiah's kingdom. Be it 
known tliat tTiis is the only publication on earth that has 
ever announi-ed the presence of our Lord. The I^ord Jesus 
promised that at his second coming, which should be invis- 
ible to human eyes, he would have one wise and faithful 
servant whom he would make rulei' over all his goods to 
give meat to the houseliold of faith in due season. Chris- 
tians througliout the world who are familiar with the woi-k 
of Pastor Russell readiiy recognize that he has long been 
that wise and faithful servant of the Lord. 

The work grew to great propoitions; and desiring that it 
might be conducted in a systematic manner and perpetuated 
after his death, Pastor Russell organized the Watch Toweb 
Bible and Tract Society, a conwration the charter of 
which was written by his own hand and is admitted, by 
men who know, to be a most remrirkabie document. Througli 
this channel he iias promulgated the message of IMessiah's 
kingdom to all the nations of the earth. Branches of this 
Society have been established and are maintained in the 
countries of Great Britain, Germany, Finland, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, France, South Africa, ' 
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Australia, and in many other parts of the world. His 
publications have been translated into thirty-four different 
languages, and millions of copies have Ijeen supplied free 
to the people by means of money joyfully contributed by 
those with him who love the Lord and his cause of right- 
eousness and vcho are lookitig -witlv joy to the establish- 
ment of Messiah's kingdom. 

Pastor Russell traveled and preached to the people 
throughout the world. He was elected pastor of the con- 
gregation at this Temple, and of the Brooklyn Tabernacle, 
of the London Tabernacle, of the Temple Congregation at 
Washington, D. C, the Congregation at Pittsbui-gh, the 
Auditorium Congregation at Chicago, the Congregation at 
St. Louis, Los Angeles, and those in many other parts of 
the world. These he visited at regular intervals, to en- 
courage and comfort and help them. During the past few 
years his sermons have been heard not only from the plat- 
form, but have been published in approximately four thou- 
sand papers; and in pi-actleally every home of the United 
States and Canada Pastor Russell is known. He did a 
greater work for the cause of Messiah's kingdom than did 
any other man that ever lived on the earth. 

HTS nTTuro H0TTi;a 
A few weeks ago he started on a trip to the Pacific Coast, 
preaching every evening, and traveling tiu-oughout the re- 
mainder of the night and of the day. His last sermon iie 
preached to the congregation at Los Angeles; and being 
too weak to stand, he sat throughout the discourse. He left 
Los Angeles Sunday evening to return to Brooklyn, and 
rapidly grew weaker. Seven hours before bis deiitli, ad- 
dressing his traveling companion. Brother Menta Sturgeon, 
he said : "Make me a Roman toga." Using tiie bed sheets, 
Brother Sturgeon made a toga, which Brother Russell put 
on himself. He stood erect for a moment, and then lying 
down on the couch in his Pullman dravvMng room, closed 
his eyes, thus in symbolic language speaking of death. A 
great deal of the Bible is written in syuibolic language, and 
it was quite r.ppropriate that he should .speak his la.st mes- 
sage in symbols. It is interesting here to know wi)at a 
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Koman toga symbolizes: Augustus' poet laureate said: "It 
is by the toga that the royal nation is rw-'ognizeil." The 
word toga mean a covering garment (white robe). It was 
the official robe of higlier magistrates, priests and of per- 
sons discharging vows, and was worn on special occasions, 
sucli as celebrating a triimiph. 

We are reminded of the last experiences of the apostle 
Paul, who tiaveled with his beloved companion Timothy, 
whom lie called iiis sou — not a natural son, but, as St. Paul 
Stated, lie had Itegctten this young man in tlie spirit. Like- 
wise Pastor Russell begot Brotlier Sturgeon in the spirit, 
in tliat lie brought Brother Sturgeon to a knowledge of the 
divire plan. Shortly liefore St. Paul's death he wrote: "I 
am now ready to be offered, and the time of my depar- 
ture is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith ; lienceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Jud,ge, shall give me at that day; and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing." (2 
Timothy 4:C-8) Our dear Brother Russell not only loved 
the appearing of the Lord Jesus, but above all men on the 
earth he declared the presence of the Muster. Brother Rus- 
sell was a very modest man and never exalted himself. It 
was exceedingly difficult to get hini to speak of himself. 
He chose, therefore, a symbol which we could aftenvards 
interpret to speak practically the same thing spoken by the 
apostle Paul. By wearing tho toga Brother Russell in effect 
said: "I have fought the good fight; I have triumphed and 
Shall be received as a member of the royal family of heaven." 

What a wonderful example and inspiration for the other 
members of the body of Christ tliis side the veil earnestly to 
strive to receive tlie approval of the Lord ! 

This evening we see here lying, silent in death, the body 
Which he so faillifully used to the last. But he is not dead ! 
St. Paul wrote: "Behold, I show you a mystery: We siiall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye." (1 CorinthiiUis 15:51,52) God's 
TTord points out that tlie resurrection of the saints would 
take place at the presence of the Lord and before the inau- 
guration of his kingdom; and the Scriptures clearljf teach 
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that this resurrection la now in piogrews; that our clear 
Brother antl I'aslor sleeps not in death, but was instanta- 
neously elmnged from the human to the divine nature, and 
Is now forever \vith the Lord, glorious reward for a true 
and faithful servant. 

It had been ani^ouneed that he was to speak in this 
ffemple tonight. God had directed otherwise ! Brother 
Eussell had prepared a sermon to preach to you, and I am 
sure you wll! be glad to hear it. The lips of the body iio 
used on earth are silent, but ills words yet are spoken. By 
God's grace it is Uiy privilege iiere to be used, and to speak 
forth to you t)ie message which he left. My friends, give 
heed, if you please, while I read this message to the chureh 
and to the world. Behold, how appropriate the subject: 

^ Pastob Russell's Sekmon 

^The Mobkins Cometh, and a Night also*' 

*^e Night Was Long— Its Sorrows and Tears Were Many 
—God's Promises Alone Illuminated It — The Morning 
Here at Last— A Wonderful Dawning— The Day to Be 
Still More Wonderful— Proofs All About Ua Considered 
—A Brief Niglit of Trouble Settling Down— Already 
Begun in Kuropc; — After It a Glorious Sunburst. 

^Watchman, wlwt of the night? . . . Tlie morning cotneth^ 
and a night also." — Isaiah 21:11,12. 

"The literature of the world shows that intelligent men 
have refused to believe that the divine puiTose in the 
creation of our earth has yet been attained. Continually 
we fmd references to 'the morning of the new day,' to the 
'Golden Age,' etc., etc. Yet not to the longing or men's 
hearts, but to tlie promises of our God, do we look for real 
instruction on tills subject. The Bible most emphatically 
declares tliat the entire period of human history thus far 
has been a night time. 

"The prophet David explains: 'Weeping n;ay endure for 
a night, but joy cometh in the morning.' (Psalm 30:5) 
ffhus prophetically we are assured that tliere will be a 
tHorning whose glory, brightaess and blessings will fully 
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compensate for all the dark shadows of the night time past. ' 
Our text is another prophecy along tlie same line. The 
message of the Lord is, 'Tiie morning comecii.' St. Paul ' 
writes that up to his time tlie world had been under a 
reign of sin and death, not under a reign of rigliteousuess 
and Ufe. (Romans 5:21) He points out also that tlie day 
of the Lord will come, and will come gradually, stealthily, ' 
talking the world unawares — 'as a thief in tlie night,'— ■ 
1 Thessalonians o : 1-6. .-: 

"AH of the apostles assure us that it is not God's pm-pose • 
to permit the reign of sin and death to continue forever. * 
They tell us that the divine program is that Jlessiah, ia 
the Father's appointed time, will take to himself his great 
power and reign King of kings and Lord of lords, putting * 
down sin and every evil thing, uplifting humanity and 
granting a divine blessing where for six thousand years 
there has been a divine curee. The Bible writers explain 
that this does not signify a change in the divine purpose, . 
but that God had planned this thing in himself from before'' 
the foundation of the world ; and that although he haij 
permitted sin to enter and death to reign, he had made 
fullest provision for the Redeemer to die for our sins and 
eventually to become the Restorer and Life-giver to Adam 
and his race — to as many of them as will accept everlasting 
life on the divine terms. ■' 

"The apostles tell us that during the 'night time,' since 
Jesus' death, God has been doing a special work, selecting 
from mankind a .special class, a saintly few, the church of 
the firstborns, whose names are written in heaven. These ', 
are not taken from any one nation or denomination. Thig ' 
'little flock,' to whom it is the Father's good pleasure to 
give the kingdom (Luke 12:32), is composed of all the 
saintly followers of Jesus, who walk in his steps in the ' 
narrow way during this Gk>spel age. Their experiences are 
to qualify them for association with their Redeemer in hi3 
Messianic kingdom. Their trials, their obedience and their ' 
Bufferings for righteousness' sake are to Work out for these 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Suffering '■ 
with the Master for the truth's sake in the present life, 
they are to share Ms glory, honor and immortality in tba ' 
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life to come. Thsy are to be Iiis joint-heirs In his klngciom, 
— Galatians 3 : 20 ; 2 Timothy 2 : 11, 12. 

THE KINGDOM SUNEI8E NEABING 

"Amongst the Lord's people even, few yet Tuiderstand 
■ that .Jesus distinctly te.iclies that the Sun of Righteousness, 
which will arise with healing in his beams and wiiose li.siit 
will constitute the new day, will be composed of the church 
of Christ gjui'i:ied — changed from hutnan to divine nature 
by participation in the first resurrection. Our Lord Jesus 
tells this In the parable of the Wlieat and tlie Tares. He 
declares that In the end of this Gospel age all of the wheat 
class will be gathered into the heavenly garner, and that 
'then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Fatlier.' (Matthew 13:43) We must not 
think, however, that this signifies the church without the 
Redeemer, but must remember that Jesus is 'the head over 
the church,' which is his body. — ISphesians 1 : 22, 23. 

"How wonderful, how beautiful, how appropriate are the 
word-pictares of the Bibie ! No one but the I^ord Jfriow of 
the great divine plan. No one but him, therefore, could give 
these pictures of its development. In various terms and 
figures of speech the Bible attempts to give us a little 
glimpse of the glorioiis conditions of that day. The new 
day and tlie kingdom will be 'the desire of all people.' In 
that day the rightwus will flourish, and evil-doers will be 
cut off from life. During that thousand-year day of Mes- 
siah's kingdom, Satan Is to be bound, 'that he may deeelve 
the nations no more.' (Revelation 20:2,3) Landlordism 
will come to an end ; for 'they shall not build and another 
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat,' the fruit 
thereof, but 'shall long enjoy the work of their hands.'— 
Isaiah 65:22. 

"The earth is to yield her increase. (Psalm 67 : 6) Streams 
are to come forth in the desert; the solitai-y places are to 
be made glad. The entire earth is to become like the Garden 
of Eden. It is God's footstool, and he declares that he v.-ill 
make it glorious. It is not to be humed up with literal fire, 
ns once we supposed. It is to 'abide forever.' (E(?eiesiasfi>s 
1:4; Psalm 104:5) 'He created it not in vain: he formed 
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it to be Inhabited.'— Isaiah 45: 18; 60: 1; CO: 13; 35: 1,7. 

WONUEBPUL FOKEGLEAMS OF LIGHT 

"The most wonderful thing that tho Bible tells us respect- 
ing' lliut liew day is that it will bring great intelligence and 
enliglitennient to every creature. The light of the knowledge 
of tlie glory of God shall fill tlie whole earth as the waters 
cover the face of the great deep. ( Isaiali 11 : 9 ; Habakkulc 
2: 14) 'And they shall teach no more every man hi.s neighbor, 
and every man his brother, .saying, Know the Lord ; for they 
shall all kiio'vi .ue, from the lea.st of them unto the greate.st, 
ef them, saith the Lord." (Jeremiah 31 : B4) Ultimately 
every knee sliall bow and every tongue shall C'onfe.s.s, to tiie 
glory of God.— Philippians 2 : 10, 11 ; Isaiah 45 : 23. 

"What an enthusing prospect tlie Bible holds out before 
the church and before as many of the world as can exerci.se 
a measure of faitii to believe! The world indeed sees to 
some extent that great ble.ssings are coming; but just what 
these are and how they are come mankind know not: 
for 'the world by Vi'i.*dom knows not God.' ( 1 Corinthian.s 1 : 
21) The worldly wise have rejected tlie Bible, and do not 
trust it as a revelation from God. Thus the wi.se are caught 
in their own craftiness. (1 Cor. 3: 19) Their boasted wisdom 
ensnares them and blinds them to the divine revelation, 

"Nevertheless, some of our greatest thinkex's — Mr. Edisoa 
and otlier.s — are rapidly seeing Uiat the world is just oa 
the verge of the most wonderful inventions and knowledge, 
which will transform the face of the earth and the people 
thereof. They are corroborating the Bible unwittingly ; for 
tliey believe it not and know not the character of its 
messages. 

THE DAWNING BBQUN IN A. D. 1874 

"Let us not stop now to discuss t!ie darkness of the night 
and its weeping. Let as avi-ake, and take note of the fact 
that tlie dawning of the new age is already here. For the 
past forty-two yeai-s we have been in it and enjo.ring many 
of its bles.sings. But those blessings came so stealthily, like 
a thief in the niglit, that few recognize their Import. Some 
few have been calling attention to the fact tliat we bava 
been in the iViillennial ciav.u ever since 1S74. 
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"Bible chronology quite clear! v teaches that the six thon- 
sand years since Adam's creation hHve ended, sis great 
days of a thousand years each, mentioiiCd by St. Peter — 'one 
6i\y is with tlie Lonl as a thousand years.' (2 Peter S:S) 
Kov/ the great seventh day, also a thousand ye'ir.s long, has 
commenced. We have teen enjojing Its dawning. It is to 
be a grand day! What wonder if the dawning be re- 
mnrkable ! 

"It may surprise .some to be told that the past forty-two 
years mean more to the world in increase of education, 
Increase of wealth, increase of ail maimer of labor-saving 
inventions and conveniences, incres;se of .safeguards and 
protections for human life, than did all the six thousand 
years whicli preceded them — many times over. The world 
has probably created a thousand times as much wealth 
during these fortj-two years as during the entire six thou- 
sand years precediiig. Yet these changes have come so 
gradually that few have noticed them. 

FTTLITLilENT OF PEOPHKCT ZTEBTWHERE 

"Foi'ty-two years ago man labored from sun to stin ; today 
■we are rapidly approaching an eight-hour day. J'orty-tw© 
years ago liearly all rhe labor ot the world was done with 
sweat of fiice; today it is nearly all accomplished by machla- 
cry. Forty-two years ago the sewing-machine was just 
reaching perfection ; today it is everywhere indispensable. 
So with the thousand household conveniences. So "With nearly 
all of our sanitary and plumbing arrangements. So witk 
farming implements. Reapers and binders, mowers, auto- 
mobiles, gas engines, etc., etc., all belong to these forty-two 
years. In our cities the modern conveniences are wonderful. 
Solomon in all his ,<;:ory never even dreamed of such things 
as the poorest human being in America may enjoy! 

"Prophecies respecting streams In the deserts and the 
wilderness blossoming as the rose are having fulfilment, 
not miraculously, but in harmony with the divine order of 
an increased intalligence amongst men. Artesian welLs ai'Q 
being drilled, irrigating canals constructed, not only in the 
western part of the United States and Canada, but al;30 in 
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far-off Mesopotamia. The results are marvelous. Land pre- 
viously not worth fencing is valued at $500 per acre today. . 
The increase of knowledge has been supplemented by govern- 
mental arrangements for the distribution of that knowledge 
amongst the people. The soils of various localities are being 
analyzed at public expense ; and the tillers of the soil aro 
given knowledge as respects what kind of fertilizers are re- 
quired to bring satisfactory results. 

"Under these conditions it does not surprise us to know 
that as much as 156 bushels of corn have been raised to on© 
acre, and that 600 bushels of potatoes and over are not 
an uncommon record. Is not the Bible being fulfilled? Who 
can dispute these facts? What do they signify? We answer 
that they exactly corroborate the divine declaration which 
flescribes our day: Many shall run to and fro; knowledge 
Shall be increased; the wise of God's people shall under- 
stand; and 'there shall be a time of trouble such as never 
was since there was a nation.' — ^Daniel 12 : 4, 10, 1 ; Mat- 
thew 24 : 21. 

INCEEASE OF WOBLD-WIDE DISCONTENT 

"We are in the moniing of our text. Ah, what a glorious 
morning! Hovr changed the human conditions from those 
Of our grandfathers ! How thankful the whole world should 
be! Pteans of praise should be rising from all the people 
of the favored lands of civilization ; and helping hands 
Should be outstretched to carry the same blessings to heathen 
lands. But is it so? Are the people happy and rejoicing? 
Ai-e they appreciative of the new day? — of the gifts of 
divine providence? 

"No ! In proportion as the blessings of God have come, 
the discontent of humanity has iacreased ; and unbelief, not 
only in respect to the Bible as the divine revelation, but 
in many instances in respect to the very existence of an 
intelligent Creator. Notwitlistanding the great increase in 
the world's wealth, and the fact that there are some noble 
souls who are using their share of the wealth in a praise- 
worthy manner, nevertheless the general operation of the 
law of selfishness prevails ; and all the legislation which 
has been enacted, or can be enacted, fails to restrain tha 
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giant instftutiong — corporations — of onr day, falls to hinder 
them from exploiting the masses in the Interests of the 
comijarativeiy few. 

"Did God know all these things? What will he do about 
them? Will he bring in the Millennial blessings, and lisk 
tliat men shall take for granted that they have won the 
secrets of natni-e by their own wisdom and perseverance, 
and forget God entirely? Will they become more discon- 
tented? V/ouId a Jlilleniiium of discontent be advantageous? 
What win God do abont it? 

THE HARK NIGHT ALRKAOY SETTLING 

"According to the Bible, God foreknew the conditions 
of our day as we are now reviewing them; and in our 
text he gives a key to the situation — elsewhere in the 
ScTiptures made very plain. Through the prophet, God tells 
of the dark night coming after the morning dawn Iiad been 
well ushered in, a dark storm-cloud just at sunrise. This 
dark hour Is described in the prophecy of Daniel, and also 
In that of our Lord Jesus, to be 'a time of trouble, such 
as never was since there was a nation.' 

"Bible students see this great time of trouble already 
beginning In tlie letting loose of the wind.s of strife in 
Europe. In tlie light of the Bible tliey perceive that the 
result of this present war will be the great weakening of 
tlie nations, of the governments of the earth, and increased 
knowledge and discontent amongst the people. 

"Tlia nest phase of the trouble, according to the Bible, 
Is to he the 'groat earthquake, .such as was not since men 
were upon tlie earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.' 
(Revelation 16:18) This is not a literal earthquake, but 
a symbolic one — revolution. Then the third phase of (he 
calamity — the darkest of all — will be the symbolic Are of 
anarchy, which will utterly destroy our present civilization. 
Then, in the midst of that most awful time of tj-ouble, 
Messiah, the great King, will take his great power and will 
exercise it, with the result that the raging waves of the 
sea of human passion will all bo quieted, the fires of anarchy 
will all be extinguished, and the reigu Of righteousness 
and peace will begin. 
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MESSIAH WITX "MAKE Ali THINGS NEW" 

"Cannot we see the wisdom of the great Creator's 
program? He has determined to permit mankind to cou- 
viiice themselves of their own impoteney, of their need 
of a God, and of the fact that there is a God, and that his 
gloi'ious purposes for humanity are revealed in his V/ord, 
Ah, it is no wonder that the Bible speais of that revelation 
of the Lord as the 'still small voice' of God, speaking to 
mankind through Messiah's kingdom ! No wonder tlie Lord 
declares that 'then he will turn to the people a pure 
message, that they may all call upon the name of the Lord, 
to serve him with one consent' ! 

"St. Peter give* us a vivid picture of the new order of 
things In Messiah's kingdom. He says: 'The day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night in whicli the heavens 
Shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt v.ith fervent heat ; the earth also, and the works that 
are therein, shall be burned up ; . . . the heavens, being on 
flre, shall be dissolved. . . . Nevertheless we, according to 
his pi'omise, look for a new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness.' — 2 Peter 8:10,12,13. 

"The 'new heavens' will be the glorified church, consisting 
of Jesus the Head and his bride class, selected from the 
world during the past eighteen centuries. The 'new earth' 
will be the new social order under the control of the ne\r 
heavens. There will be no patching of present institutions, 
but a clean sweep of them by tlie fire of divine wrath pre- 
ceding the establishment of the new order, wherein only 
that which is righteous, Just, equitable, true, will ba 
recognized. 

"We recognize that such glorious things are coming — 
even though the world must necessarily reach thezn through 
the tribulation of the time of trouble. Happy are those 
whose eyes and ears of uiiderstanding are open now, and 
who are in such heart relationship with the Lord that he 
can make known to them in advance something of the 
riches of his gmie, and show then how the coming troubles 
will worli out blessings for the human family." 

2» 



EiogriifJiy 

PASTOB EUSSELL'S CHASACIEB 

In this dark hour upon the nations let the peoples of 
the eartli hear this message and lieed it as one from the 
Lord. For forty years Pastor Kusseil has set forth in his 
writings that this dark hour would come soon. He reached 
this conclusion based upon the Word of the Lord : Behold, 
it is fully coiitirraed by the events we see. Let the Christian 
people of the earth, therefore, awake to the ImportuDce of 
the hour and heed the message; "THis Kingdom ok 
Heaven is at Hard !" 

"Arise, shine ; for thy light is cocie, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee." — Isaiah 60. 1. 

Enemies? Tes; he had some — Gtod pity them! Jesus had 
enemies who reloiitieggly persecuted him. 1 would not mar 
this occasion by reference to the enemies of Pa-stor Russell, 
but I know that he would be glad for roe to speak anything 
that would help to op«i the eyes of understanding of those 
who are blinded to God's purposes. Blind pre.indlce, baaed 
upon false accusations of enemies, has tended to keep 
some in the dark. 

Truly it can be said that Pastor Russell's character was 
and is without biemish. He was the cleanest, purest and 
best man I ever knew. His enemies sought to make bins 
of no reputation. By insinuation — the most cruel of weapona 
— they sought to de.;troy his power and iniluence, and henca 
his work. They utterly tailed. I feel conKtrained, under the 
circumstances, to read to you a paper .signed by Paste? 
Eussell. 

In the year 1911 he was starting on a trip arotmo tb« 
■world. At that timp the fiei-y darts from the enemy wers 
corning thick and fast. Ho wrote out this instrument, made 
oath to It, and placed it in my hands, saying, "You may 
make it as public as your iudgment dictates." It reads : 

"In Ylow of my soon departure for a foreign shore and In 
view of tlie increasing virulence and threats of my enemies, 
and under the assumption that they may await my absence 
to make a fresh atta.-k, by advice of my eounsyl I maka 
under oath the following sweeping statement; namely, 

"That I never wa.s guilty of immorality toward anjj 
person, 

aa 
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SCRIPTURES 

^'Tbe Path of the Jutt it st tbo Sblnin| Li^ht, 

Whioh Shineth More niui Mora 

Unto the Perfect Day." 



SERI ES I 

The Plan of the Ages 
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A Vlndtoiitlon t>f the DIvipq Chnraotcr anJ Gova 
cmuiflni: Showing, by a Hecoffnttlon auH K:<rmi>nix* 
Ini uf f\\ Che Scripture*, thiiit fh« Vcrminp'wu cif 
Rvil, Past bud iVcwul. ia Edncstiunal cud V:s» 
parntory to the UahetinA oi Mnnkio'l Into 

THR GOLDEN APE OF PKOHTIECY 

In Whitih All the i'omilico ol tlio liarlh Vv iil 
Be 3S1/AIICIJ with a FuH KtiowJodfic »' iitA and_ m 
3HuU Opportunity for AtUiininii Uvcrfei'liuii Li{« 
Through the RBtle«me>-, Who 'Ihca '.Vil! So tha 
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Zo tbe ming of "Kings an& Xot& oJ tlorOs 

BH THK INTeRaST OP 

HIS CONSECRATED SAINTS, 

WMTtNa FOK TH< AOomOM. 

AND OP 

"ALI. that IB CVSBT PLACC CALL UPON TUB LOBO* 

"THB HOUSEHQLD OP PAITH" 

AMD ^r — 

THE OROANINO CREATION, TRAVAILfNS AMD WAITINa FOB TOC 

MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OP QOO 

»p-idIS W®pf^ IS 'DEf)ieA'I»E€). 



''To mnke all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which from 

the liestiiiniuj: of tlie world hath been hid in Ood." "Wliereia 

He lialh nbounded toward us in all wisdom and pnadt-nce, 

hnvins made knonu unto us the rayxtery of iiis .viJl, 

occordins to His good pleasure which IJe hiuh 

purposed in Himself ; that in the disiieusa- 

tion of the fulness of the times lie 

mlsht gaiher togollier in one all 

thiiiss, under Christ." 

Ephesians 3 : 4, 5, 9 ; 1 : S-10, 



Ccprrislit 13S0 

WATCH TOWKU VAULVi & TKACT SOCIETY 
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ffrilien in IS88 bj I'asiar Buisell 
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t>, B. — ^This rohime ran also be supplied In the Arable, Armenian, 

Dano-Xonvecia'i, Finiiisli. IVpufh. fJprmnn. flreplc. Ilol'nridisU, 

Uuusarian. luiliiin, I'cili.-iii, ttom'.iiiniar.. SInvnk, Si>ani»ti, 

iivtedlsh, unil Uitraiuiaa languageii. 



